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rethought its mission and educational mes-
sage. In response to hundreds of letters from
young women seeking programming that could
better address the changing roles of young
women and girls in our society, Girls Inc. initi-
ated a major fundraising campaign, tripled its
budget, and more than doubled the number of
centers nationwide. With a strong financial
foothold, and in the wake of the civil rights
movement, the women’s movement, and a
flood of women entering the workforce, Girls
Inc. shifted the organization from its role as
shaper of homemakers and good citizens to a
new role as an advocate for the rights and
needs of girls of all backgrounds and abilities.

Girls Inc. today is a multifaceted organiza-
tion, devoted to the dual goals of empowering
girls and creating a more equitable society.
The work of Girls Inc. is especially significant
in California’s 9th Congressional District, with
Girls Inc. of Alameda County annually serving
over 7,000 young women and their families,
many of whom are my constituents. Under the
excellent longtime leadership of Executive Di-
rector Pat Loomes, Girls Inc. of Alameda
County has reached untold numbers of girls in
the East Bay through its successful implemen-
tation of numerous programs such as the
GIRLSmart intensive after school literacy pro-
gram, and the Eureka Program, which seeks
to give young women the opportunity to ex-
plore different career options, take on leader-
ship roles and take positive risks.

This four-year program is especially signifi-
cant to my District Office, where Girls Inc. Eu-
reka Program participants have sought and
been placed in internships there every sum-
mer for the past several years. It has been an
honor to get to know these young women and
to assist them in developing the tools and the
knowledge they will need as our future lead-
ers, and | am thrilled to have the opportunity
to continue this work in partnership with Girls
Inc. every year.

Today, on behalf of California’s 9th Con-
gressional District, | ask my colleagues to join
me in saluting the directors, staff, supporters,
and most of all, the girls of Girls Inc. for their
work to reach out to, educate and empower
young women and girls everywhere. Their ex-
traordinary work has touched the lives of
countless young people, and | thank Girls Inc.
for its ongoing commitment to helping all girls
to become strong, smart and bold.

——————

HEALTH INFORMATION TECH-
NOLOGY PROMOTION ACT OF 2006

SPEECH OF

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 27, 2006

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 4157) to amend
the Social Security Act to encourage the dis-
semination, security, confidentiality, and
usefulness of health information technology:

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Chairman, | rise in op-
position to H.R. 4157, the Health Information
Technology Promotion Act. While | strongly
support improving and advancing health infor-
mation technology, | am disappointed that the
Majority chose to bring this inadequate bill to
the House Floor instead of offering the Enzi-
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Kennedy-Frist-Clinton Senate-
passed bill.

H.R. 4157 does not provide for the develop-
ment or adoption of interoperability standard. It
does not provide funding to help providers
transition to an electronic medical records sys-
tem. And it does not provide privacy protec-
tions which will ensure that patients can con-
trol access to their own sensitive electronic
health information. In fact, the Congressional
Budget Office has stated that “enacting H.R.
4157 would not significantly affect either the
rate at which the use of health technology will
grow or how well that technology will be de-
signed and implemented.”

Mr. Chairman, all of this makes you wonder
why the Majority insisted on bringing this bill to
the floor and refused to consider the Dingell-
Rangel substitute. The Dingell-Rangel sub-
stitute was the bipartisan Senate-passed bill
with additional key privacy protections. It au-
thorized necessary funding to help providers
adopt health IT and it removed provisions that
expanded waste, fraud and abuse.

Mr. Chairman, we must bring our healthcare
system into the 21st century. To do so, we
must have a comprehensive, interoperable
technology-based system that will also protect
patient privacy. With this, we will improve effi-
ciency, ensure patient care, and reduce med-
ical error. Unfortunately, this bill has too many
flaws and does little to improve upon our out-
moded pen and pad system. | am dis-
appointed that the Majority did not allow us to
vote on a bill that will make a difference.
Americans deserve better.

————

IN SUPPORT OF PROVIDING COT-
TON TARIFF RELIEF FOR HIGH-
QUALITY SHIRT MAKERS

HON. ROB SIMMONS

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 28, 2006

Mr. SIMMONS. Mr. Speaker, last year | in-
troduced duty suspension legislation for high-
quality woven cotton shirting fabrics that are
not currently produced in the United States.
Today, after receiving valuable input from the
International Trade Commission, ITC, and the
National Council of Textile Organizations,
NCTO, | am happy to reintroduce a slightly re-
vised version of this legislation.

The high-quality cotton fabrics affected by
this legislation are used in the domestic pro-
duction of fine men’s and boys’ dress shirts.
Unfortunately, several American companies
that produce these shirts are being unfairly pe-
nalized by tariffs on the cotton they must im-
port for this purpose. But because this type of
cotton is not produced domestically, these tar-
iffs protect no American interest.

What's more, Canada has eliminated its tar-
iffs on this type of imported woven shirting
fabrics, and under a provision of the North
American Free Trade Agreement, NAFTA, Ca-
nadian shirt makers can export large quan-
tities of these shirts to the U.S. duty-free. This
further puts U.S.-based shirt manufacturers at
a competitive disadvantage.

Last year, following a request for public
comments by the House Ways and Means
Committee on all tariff relief trade bills, the
NCTO raised a concern about the scope of
fabrics that could conceivably be covered by
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my original bill, H.R. 1945. In addition, the
Ways and Means Committee requested tech-
nical comments on all tariff relief bills from the
ITC.

Because this legislation was never intended
to cover other cotton fabrics—and to alleviate
any perceived concerns about the scope of
the bill—I have adjusted the language in the
bill to specifically list the affected fabrics by
number. This will make it perfectly clear that
the bill only covers men’s and boys’ cotton
shirting fabrics. In addition, the bill has been
adjusted to reflect minor technical corrections
suggested by the ITC.

| am proud to say that this newly revised bill
has gained the approval of NCTO. Therefore,
it is my hope that this legislation will serve as
a strong demonstration of continuing House
support for these duty suspensions, which are
also included in companion legislation that has
been introduced in the Senate by Sen. ARLEN
SPECTER of Pennsylvania.

| urge my colleagues to support this com-
mon-sense tariff relief measure that will yield
positive benefits for American companies,
workers and consumers.

——————

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE HOLY
SAVIOUR CLUB OF NORRISTOWN,
PENNSYLVANIA

HON. JIM GERLACH

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 28, 2006

Mr. GERLACH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the 100th anniversary of the Holy
Saviour Club of Norristown, Pennsylvania.

The Holy Saviour Club was founded by
Italian-American immigrants from the town of
Montella, Italy. It was the desire of the found-
ing families to share their Italian heritage and
culture with their fellow Montgomery County
citizens.

The Holy Saviour Club will celebrate its
100th anniversary with a weekend celebration
on August 4th-6th and the members and
guests will participate in a celebratory proces-
sion, feast, and a solemn mass at Holy Sav-
iour Church.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me today in honoring the Holy Saviour Club of
Norristown, Pennsylvania as it celebrates its
100th anniversary. It is my hope the Club con-
tinues to prosper and promote the Italian herit-
age and culture of its members for the benefit
of the larger Montgomery County community.

——————

IN TRIBUTE TO LEONARD H. ROB-
INSON, COMMITTEE ADVOCATE
FOR AFRICA

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 28, 2006

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Leonard H. Robinson, a humble
and committed public servant whose judgment
and insight helped further USA policy initia-
tives in Africa and whose dedication and lead-
ership helped change the lives on two different
continents. Mr. Robinson who was a strong
advocate for Africa, and for the rights of oth-
ers, died unexpectedly at Washington Hospital
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Center on July 25, 2006 of kidney failure fol-
lowing a short illness. Mr. Robinson’s belief in
the potential of Africa motivated others to look
beyond themselves to see how their actions
could be used to benefit others.

Born in North Carolina, Robinson earned a
BA from Ohio State and did graduate studies
at the State University of New York, the Amer-
ican University and Harvard’s John F. Ken-
nedy School of Government. Mr. Robinson be-
lieved that if you can conceive it, then you can
achieve it, and he proved that with all of his
many accomplishments. At the tender age of
23, Mr. Robinson was named the associate
Director for India for the Peace Corps, where
he later became the director of minority re-
cruitment. Mr. Robinson left America at a time
when people were not learning from one an-
other to serve in a country that benefited from
his help as a black man. This experience
shaped how he envisioned the rest of the
world, laying the groundwork for a long and
successful career in the public sector.

Following his work in the Peace Corps, Mr.
Robinson served two terms as a deputy as-
sistant secretary of State for Africa. From
1983-1984 during the Reagan administration,
Robinson oversaw economic and commercial
policy at the State Department. When he re-
turned to the African Bureau in 1990, he co-
ordinated U.S policy toward west and central
Africa and directed U.S diplomatic efforts to
end Liberia’s civil war, until President Bush left
office in 1994. During that time, for six years
between his State Department postings, Rob-
inson served as president of the U.S. African
Development Foundation which was estab-
lished by Congress to provide small-scale as-
sistance to community based organizations in
Africa.

Also in 2001, Robinson helped in the cre-
ation of the Africa society to carry on public
awareness and support for Africa as a direct
outgrowth of the historic National Summit on
Africa. This National Summit was initiated with
funding from the Ford Foundation and the
Carnegie Corporation of New York to build
support for Africa in the United States. He was
named President of the organization in 1999.

The Africa Society is helping educate Amer-
ica about Africa and has assisted in the ex-
pansion of a broad base of support for Africa
through the initiatives taken on by Mr. Robin-
son. Bernadette Paolo, vice president and co-
founder of the Africa Society said that Mr.
Robinson “gave everything he had to the Afri-
ca society, and to the continent of Africa for
over 30 years. He contributed brilliance, pas-
sion, and visionary leadership. He was our
founder, our inspiration and our star. His
memory will serve to move us forward on our
mission to educate all Americans about Afri-
ca’.

Africa for a long time and perhaps still is
considered a poor and aids stricken “country”
and not a rich and diverse continent. The Afri-
can Society with Mr. Robinson’s leadership
has attacked this misconception. We all mourn
the loss of such a true pioneer.

| enter into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD the
press release written about his life published
by the Africa Society of the National Summit
on Africa on July 25, 2006. As more and more
American’s perceptions and policy decisions
change towards Africa, we must forever reflect
on the individuals who gave their life so that
we can begin the process of understanding
the lives of others. One will not be able to
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speak about the progress between the USA
and Africa without bringing up his name, for
he has without a doubt made great contribu-
tions to achieving understanding between us.

[From the Africa Society of the National
Summit on Africal]

AFRICA SOCIETY STAFF—LEONARD H.
ROBINSON, JR.

Leonard Robinson has more than 30 years
working and living experience in inter-
national affairs, with Africa and Asia as re-
gions of specialization. He served as Deputy
Assistant Secretary of State for African Af-
fairs, from 1983-85 where he was responsible
for economic and commercial policy. And, as
Deputy Assistant Secretary of State from
1990-1993, he was responsible for U.S. policy
toward Central and West Africa. His other
portfolios for Africa included Narcotics, Ter-
rorism, Democracy and the Peace Corps. He
also directed U.S. diplomatic initiatives to
help in the resolution of the Liberia civil
war.

Robinson spent six years as President of
the U.S. African Development Foundation,
established by Congress in 1981 to provide of-
ficial assistance to community-based organi-
zations and grassroots enterprises through-
out Africa. During his tenure, annual Con-
gressional appropriations increased from an
initial $lm to $17m. He has also worked with
the U.S. Agency for International Develop-
ment, the Battelle Memorial Institute, and
the Peace Corps where he served as a volun-
teer, Associate Director for India and as Di-
rector of Minority Recruitment for the
United States.

A native of North Carolina, Robinson re-
ceived a BA from Ohio State University; and
attended graduate school at the State Uni-
versity of New York, Binghamton, and post
graduate school at the American University,
Washington, DC, and Harvard’s John F. Ken-
nedy School of Government. He is the recipi-
ent of two honorary doctoral degrees.

He is professor of African Studies at the
University of Massachusetts—Boston, and
Senior Fellow at the Center for Development
and Democracy at the John W. McCormack
Institute, the University’s think tank. He
founded LHR International Group, Inc. in
1997, a political policy consulting firm spe-
cializing in the analysis of U.S. foreign pol-
icy for the heads of state and foreign min-
isters of African and Asian nations.

Mr. Robinson and colleagues founded The
Africa Society in 2001 as a direct outgrowth
of the historic National Summit on Africa.
The mission of the Africa Society is to edu-
cate and inform all Americans about the
great and diverse continent of Africa. With a
grant supported by the Ford Foundation and
the Carnegie Corporation of New York, the
National Summit on Africa was established
in 1997 to educate all Americans about Afri-
ca, to build a broad constituency of support
for Africa in the United States, and to for-
mulate a National Policy Plan of Action on
U.S.-Africa Relations in the Twenty-First
Century—the Summit held a historic con-
ference on Africa in Washington, D.C., Feb-
ruary 16-20, 2000. Over 8,000 Americans from
every state, as well as continental Africans,
attended. Robinson will continue to serve as
President and CEO of the newly established
Africa Society of The National Summit on
Africa.

Robinson is the author of several articles
and publications, and serves on a number of
boards and advisory councils including the
National Peace Corps Association, and Dis-
covery Channel’s Global Education Fund. In
2005 Mayor Anthony Williams appointed and
swore in Robinson to the Board of Trustees
of the University of the District of Columbia.
A frequent speaker, he has made presen-
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tations at World Affairs Councils throughout
the U.S., the Economic Commission for Afri-
ca in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, at UNC-Chapel
Hill, UMass-Boston, Eastern Connecticut
University, UCLA, The Monterey Language
Institute and the Miller Center at the Uni-
versity of Virginia.

The University of Virginia appointed Rob-
inson as its first Diplomat Scholar in Resi-
dence in August 2004. He has been listed in
Who’s Who in America since 1985.

———

ASEAN MUST BE USED TO MAKE
HUN SEN LISTEN

HON. MARK R. KENNEDY

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 28, 2006

Mr. KENNEDY of Minnesota. Mr. Speaker,
as we stand here today, Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice, and other representatives
of the United States are attending the annual
meeting of the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) in Kuala Lampur.

As a Representative from a State with a
large and vibrant Cambodian community, |
have been very closely following issues on the
ground in Cambodia.

For some time, | have been deeply con-
cerned about Cambodian Prime Minister Hun
Sen’s policy of undermining democratic prin-
ciples and justice.

Having met with leaders like Sam Rainsy,
Mu Sochua and Kem Sokha, | have heard
their chilling reports of routine violations of the
Cambodian constitution’s guarantees of free-
dom of expression and association. | have
been outraged by Hun Sen’s arbitrary arrests
and violations of fundamental human dignity
and respect.

| urge the Secretary of State to use the
ASEAN forum to rally the world community to
remind the Hun Sen regime of its obligations
to its people.

The government must immediately end its
systematic campaign to undermine democ-
racy, the rule of law, and human rights in
Cambodia. The Secretary should remind the
regime that the American people, the world
community, and the donor community that has
provided $2 billion in aid to Cambodia is
watching.

———

POVERTY IN AMERICA ONE YEAR
FOLLOWING HURRICANES
KATRINA AND RITA

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 28, 2006

Mr. DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, before
Congress recesses for the month of August, |
would like to take a moment of time to call at-
tention to an issue of great importance. As a
nation, we are approaching the year anniver-
sary of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, two of the
most powerful and destructive natural disas-
ters the United States has seen.

Chaos ensued in the aftermath of the hurri-
canes; untimely responses to the disaster in
addition to inadequate resources turned the
situation from a natural into a man-made dis-
aster. As people were fleeing their homes and
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